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TO THEM THAT ARE WITHOUT 

In this number of the Journal we are making a special appeal 
to all teachers of Latin, particularly to bigh-school teachers, to 
unite themselves with the Classical Association under which their 
field is organized, and to become readers of The Classical Journal. 
This appeal might be made on the broad, altruistic principle that 
the Association needs your support and that of all classical teachers. 
But we prefer to appeal directly to your own interest. 

Can you afford to walk and work alone, when you might have the 
help of the consciousness of being one of a great multitude going 
your way and keenly interested in the things that are your chief 
business in life ? 

Can you afford to do without the journal of your profession, which 
will come to your desk at the beginning of each month, rich with 
usable material for your work ? What would you think of a doctor 
who ignored all medical journals? of a minister who took no 
religious paper? of a lawyer who kept aloof from the technical 
journals of his profession? Every business, every trade, every 
occupation of any kind has its publication which every up and 
coming worker in that occupation reads as a matter of course. 

Teachers who know are looking to their Classical Journal 
every day for help of one sort or another. Can you afford to be 
without this help ? Are you teaching first-year Latin and wondering 
whether other people find serious problems at this point ? Read the 
"Letter to a Young Teacher" in this number; also Findley's 
"High-School Latin and Some Modern Conditions." Would you 
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like some hints as to the value of Latin to the students of the 
English Language? Read Barss's "Geology of Language" in the 
November number. Are you thinking of giving a Latin play? 
Read Miss Rice's "Latin Plays for Schools." You will also find 
in this number a very usable little play, "Exitium Caesaris." A 
considerable number of other plays have been published in the 
Journal from time to time. Would you like some new ideas on 
the subject of teaching Cicero ? Read Kingery 's " Human Element " 
in the November issue. Would you like to know what other 
teachers are doing by way of enriching their teaching and height- 
ening the interest of their students? Read "Current Events" in 
every issue. Read every article in every number as it comes out, 
and see how your professional pride will grow, how your courage 
will mount, how your material equipment for your work will be 
enriched, how your intellectual horizon will be broadened. 



LETTER TO A YOUNG TEACHER 
Some years ago, writing to a young teacher who sought our 
advice in regard to the problems which she was meeting at the very 
beginning of her first-year work, we formulated some simple 
principles of teaching at this point which we believe to be vital. 
We take this opportunity of passing them on to a larger circle of 
readers and teachers, in the hope that they may be of assistance 
to some at a difficult and crucial point in their teaching. 

I have read your letter containing an account of your somewhat varied 
program. You are quite right in your idea that the first year's work is the 
crucial point. Here is where the student must be captured for Latin, for if 
he loses heart and interest in his first year he is practically lost to us. 

Discussing some of the points which you raise, (i) as to what to teach and 
in what order, I have no hard and fast dictum to put out, but I do hold very 
strictly to two principles at this poiDt: Go very slowly and be very simple. 
It is so very easy for a young student beginning a foreign language, with every- 
thing new and strange, to get beyond his depth and never again to feel any 
confidence of knowledge, and never, of course, to feel any interest. If these 
two principles be followed, it does not matter so much about the rest. 
(2) As to actual material to be mastered, though, I should say that the aim 
should be pretty definitely something like this: (a) Vocabulary. Young students 
are quick and interested in picking up foreign names for familiar things, and 
of course no language can be learned without learning words and their English 



